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On Aug. 7, Finance Minister Emilio Pereira announced that an agreement had been reached
regarding retirement terms for military officers. The accord effectively ended a 12-day hunger
strike by 22 recently retired Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista-EPS) officers.
According to Pereira, representatives for the 2,000 recently retired officers accepted the final
government offer of indemnization payments spread out over a three-year period and a benefits
package which includes a vocational training scholarship program. He added that the government
agreed to pay 48 months worth of severance pay to officers who had served for over 10 years in
the military, 42 months to those who served between five and nine years, and 30 months to those
who served less than five years. Original demands of the retired officers were for a maximum
of 50 months worth of severance pay, and that payments made to all retired offers be made in a
lump sum. In addition to the scholarships, the benefits package includes two years' worth of nocost health care at the military hospital for retired officers and family members. (Source: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/07/92)
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